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Parish of Cirencester with Watermoor and St Lawrence (Chesterton) 
 

Useful contacts: 

 

Vicar of Cirencester:  Revd Canon Graham Morris 

vicar@cirenparish.co.uk  

Tel 01285 659317 Office       239655  Vicarage  

The Vicar is very happy for you to contact him directly  

for matters of concern pastorally or spiritually. 
 

Associate Priest: Revd Luke Falvey 

revlukefalvey@cirenparish.co.uk 
 

        

                                                          Parish Wardens 

                        Aileen Anderson                                       Nigel Robbins 

                  aileenanderson@cirenparish.co.uk           nigelrobbins@cirenparish.co.uk 

 

Organist and Choirmaster: Thomas Hawkes 

organist@cirenparish.co.uk 
 

 
 

Parish Office 

Sarah Marshall                                             Emily Winstanley                    

office@cirenparish.co.uk                              finance@cirenpaish.co.uk 

 

                Secretary to the PCC                        Electoral Roll Officer    

             Mark Dennis      Howard Gray                          

PCCsecretary@cirenparish.co.uk                    howardgray@cirenparish.co.uk        
                                                                 

               Website  

    www.cirenparish.co.uk 

 
 

Parish Magazine articles (submitted by 16th day of previous month)  

cirparmag4@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vicar@cirenparish.co.uk
mailto:nigelrobbins@cirenparish.co.uk
mailto:office@cirenparish.co.uk
mailto:finance@cirenpaish.co.uk
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/
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A Musician On Tour 

 

Some of you may know that I recently went on tour with the Freiburger 

Domsingknaben (the Freiburg Cathedral boys’ choir) for two weeks. 

Tours always sound glamorous and exciting, but is that really the case? 

What makes these long trips away from home so special? 
  

It is exciting to be able to visit and perform in new places. Our tour was 

comprised of visits to Coventry, Liverpool, Lichfield, Birmingham, 

Selby/York, Guildford and London, with time to explore each place 

included. I have to admit to having particularly fallen in love with 

Lichfield and Liverpool. 
 

Singing in these incredible buildings really was a privilege, and the 

audiences/congregations were warm, friendly and appreciative. As 

organist, I especially enjoyed playing these instruments – some of 

which I had dreamt of playing for several years. 
 

The music itself was wonderful too. We performed concerts, evensongs 

and services with a range of music by Bach, Stanford, Bruckner and 

Fauré. The high point was singing for the Saturday mass in 

Westminster Cathedral, where the acoustic was fabulous, and the 

general atmosphere was electric; I don’t think I’d ever heard 

Bruckner’s Os Justi sound so beautiful or emotionally charged before.   
 

Then there is the camaraderie. On tour, you are constantly making new 

memories with friends, old and new. Whether it was taking selfies in 

front of Tower Bridge, singing German folk songs in restaurants, or 

playing table football in the break between rehearsal and concert, it was 
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wonderful to spend time with the group and to not just be performing 

the whole time. 
 

You get to know people on tours, what makes them tick, what little 

habits they have. But it’s more than that too. By creating these special 

memories together, you share something that is unique to you, as a 

group and as friends. 
 

On the other hand, the accommodation is sometimes less than 

glamorous. It very much depends on the type of tour and budget that 

you’re playing with. I can’t imagine Taylor Swift ends up sharing a 

boarding school shower room with her tour bus driver… We spent a lot 

of our time at Denstone College which (despite the shower 

arrangements) was comfortable and practical for our needs. The 

accommodation highlight came when some of the older members of the 

group ended up staying in Guildford Premier Inn whilst the rest of the 

choir stayed in the Surrey University student dorms. 
 

A lot of time was spent on the tour bus, and I discovered just how 

maneuverable those things can be when the occasion calls for it. 
 

How do I sum up being a musician on tour? Like everything, there are 

ups and downs. Some performances go better than others, some venues 

are nicer and sometimes you end up clinging for dear life as the tour 

bus rounds a tight roundabout at something close to light speed. But it 

is all worth it, as it is the performances that do go well that matter. It is 

the opportunity to perform in wonderful new spaces that matters. And 

above all, it is the people that you are with that make it truly special. 
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The picture shows Thomas with members of Westminster Cathedral 

choir and Freiburg Cathedral boys’ choir. 

 

Thomas Hawkes 

 

***** 

 

 
Thoughts for the Month 

What a triumph! Gloucestershire won the T20 Blast Final at 

Edgebaston on Saturday. They did this despite having eight 

Academy players in their side and as usual being ignored by 

the England selectors. 

The tiny village of great Tew provided the team with two sets of brothers, 

the Taylors and the Prices, giving a new meaning to the Chipping Norton 
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set. Ridiculed as underdogs, as we were playing our own produced 

players, our county proved everyone wrong - vanquishing first Sussex 

then Somerset for the third time this season. Where are the northern teams 

you ask? They do not even make the finals! Try finding your players, 

gentlemen. We have proved it works. 

After the triumph of the cricket, we switched over to the last night of the 

Proms. What a joyous evening that was. Our TV licence was full value 

that day. It had been during the Olympics, as well, for Mrs Light, who 

was an ex-Highgate Harrier athlete running for Middlesex and training on 

Hampstead Heath.  

Two of my favourite evenings are now imminent. I love the noise of the 

Mop Fair as well as candy floss. The big rides are beyond us residents of 

Minerva Court these days but an evening stroll is always worth an outing. 

Hopefully buildings in the marketplace will soon be finished. Two 

popular pubs have been sold; the Twelve Bells, Lewes Lane and the 

Wheatsheaf in Cricklade St. Both were popular sites and will be 

eventually turned into houses. 

Now some thanks: following Penny’s stroke, we were overwhelmed at 

Minerva Court; cards, flowers, good wishes and gifts of food flooded in 

and it will be impossible to thank you all. But the good wishes of you all 

were appreciated. Special thanks to Graham for his firm directions of the 

ambulance. Happily, Penny is recovering well.  

Thanks and blessings, 

John Light 
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Musings in Mark 

Mark 5:15 NIV 

[15] When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been 

possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right 

mind; and they were afraid. 

We forget how focused Jesus can become when his father directs him. 

The only reason the he sailed with his disciples to the region of the 

Gerasenes was to minister to this poor demonised man. Perhaps the 

storm during the approach was caused by Satan to hinder this incredible 

healing.  

The man showed immense signs of mental illness resulting in inhuman 

strength, nudity, isolation and self-harm with a choice of living among 

the dead rather than the living. 

Even in the biblical account we find his illness defines him, and we 

don’t ever learn his name except that defined by his demonic host. Yet 

there is hope in all these situations. Even he, in his incredible pain, still 

recognises Jesus and falls on his knees before him. 

The spirit speaks and bargains with Jesus to avoid being sent away from 

their “home” area, which might have something to say to us regarding 

“uncomfortable” places. 

Jesus agrees to their inhabiting pigs - a banned meat for Jews, but we 

are in a gentile area - and the pigs are drowned. A sign perhaps of what 

can happen to people in these circumstances. 
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I think the main thing I get from this tale is that Jesus did not condemn 

the man’s self-harm although he did change his behaviour. Secondly, 

Jesus was not afraid to approach the man, even though others were. He 

did not cast him out or chain him up but restored the man to community, 

firstly with Jesus himself and later with those who had been scared of 

him. There is also an interesting connection between self-harm and the 

pigs in that self-harm is a visible sign that we are hurting and Jesus gave 

a physical sign (the pigs drowning) of being healed. 

The most fascinating thing for me, is how the healing of this man, 

seated, clothed and in his right mind, frightened the locals who then 

wanted Jesus out of their lives, which he did by immediately returning 

across the lake to Capernaum.  

We have a mighty Saviour who can deal with anything, it frightens 

some but encourages those who follow him. 

Rev Paul 

                                                     

***** 

The Electoral Roll 

Joining the Parish Electoral Roll gives those worshipping 

in our parish the chance to vote for members of the 

Parochial Church Council (PCC) and Deanery Synod, or even stand for 

election themselves. 

To be considered for election to the PCC, a parishioner needs to have 

been on the Electoral Roll for a minimum of six months and to have 

worshipped for that time in the parish. 
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Every six years the Diocese of Gloucester requires us to revise the 

whole roll completely to ensure it is up to date. This means that 

everyone will need to submit a new form, if they wish to be on the roll. 

The current Electoral Roll will close on the 31st March 2025. 

A new roll will be opened prior to the APCM scheduled for April 30th. 

The new role will temporarily be closed and presented at the 2025 

APCM. 

Following the APCM the role will be open for members to be added as 

per the usual requirement of 6 months habitual attendance. 

If your name is listed on the current roll there is no rush to reapply, But 

you will need to submit a new form before the end of March 2025.  If 

you are not on the current roll and would consider standing for election 

at the April 2025 APCM then please submit a form as soon as you can. 

If you have any questions about the Electoral Roll then please contact 

me.  

Electoral Roll forms are available in all our churches, together with a 

form that gives you permission to use your contact details should you 

wish to receive details of parish events etc. (This is the General Data 

Protection Regulations form). Your form can be returned to me either 

through the Churchwardens or in an envelope addressed to me and left 

in the Parish Forum. Details about the Electoral Roll and a 

downloadable form are available on the Parish website 

www.cirenparish.co.uk. 

Howard Gray                                       howardgray@cirenparish.co.uk 
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Dear Members and Friends, 

 

Throughout the year Mothers’ Union members across the Diocese raise 

funds for various MU projects, including AFIA, (Away from it all) 

holidays.  This year we have been able to fund a holiday for a family 

from Lechlade at The Haven Holiday Resort in Bream Down.  Also, 

grants have been awarded to the Churn Project in Cirencester. The 

Family Haven in Gloucester and Newent Chill Out, to enable them to 

take their clients to the seaside for the day.  In some cases, some have 

never been to the seaside before. 

Continuing the theme of fund raising, on Wednesday October 9th 

Cirencester Mothers’ Union are holding a soup lunch in the Parish Hall, 

Watermoor from 12noon until 1.15pm.  Do join us if you can, for 

homemade soup, bread & cheese, fruit, tea/coffee, all for £4.50p.  There 

will also be a raffle.  All money raised will go the Mothers’ Union 

Summer of Hope Appeal, an opportunity to build on years of wonderful 

work that is transforming the lives of women and girls in sub-Saharan 

Africa.  In the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) lack of literacy 

and numeracy are two of the key drivers that trap women in a never-

ending cycle of poverty.  Through your support of Summer of Hope, 

we can help women break the cycle of poverty for themselves.  The 

Literacy Circles enable women to learn life-changing literacy, as well 

as numeracy, agriculture and business skills.  Helping women learn 

these  vital  life  skills  helps  them support their families and gain status  
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in their communities. 

At our Diocesan meeting on October 23rd trustees will be elected to our 

trustee board to serve for the next triennium.  Our present Diocesan 

President, Doreen McLelland, has already been elected to serve for a 

further 3 years.  On the world stage, we have a new World Wide 

President, Kathleen Snow from Canada.  She will take over from 

Sheran Harper who has been our WWP for the last 6 years.  Kathleen 

has served on the trustee board for the last 6 years as Zonal Trustee for 

the Americas.  She has been an MU member for 36years. 

Mothers’ Union meet on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 2.30pm 

in the Parish Hall, Watermoor.  All are welcome at our meetings, 

members or not. 

 

With love and prayers, Kathie Cottey. 

 

Dates:- 

Wed October 2nd 2.30pm. Parish Hall, Watermoor.  Guest speaker 

Michael Gibbons - GARAS, Gloucestershire Action for Refugees and 

Asylum Seekers. 

Wed October 9th 12 noon until 1.15pm. Parish Hall, Watermoor.  

Soup Lunch 

Wed October 23rd 10.30am.  Diocesan Council Meeting.  St Philips 

& St James Church, Hucclecote. 

Thurs October 24th 10.30am. Corporate Communion, Lady Chapel, 

Parish Church. 
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Organ Recital 

 

Our next organ recital in the 2024 - 25 series will be on October 23rd 

at 1.10pm in the Parish Church. We look forward to welcoming James 

Thomas from Bury St Edmunds for what should be a fantastic recital. 

 

Thomas Hawkes  

 

***** 

 

 

 

"Songs from the Musicals" 

 

South Cerney's 'Blue Notes' Ladies choir is once again combining with 

the Cirencester Male Voice Choir to bring you an evening of 

memorable 'songs from the musicals'.    The concert is to be staged at 

Cirencester Parish Church at 7:30pm on Saturday 19th 

October.  Tickets at £12.00 /under 16's free, are available at Bingham 

House, Dyer Street Cirencester, or online from Cirencester MVC 

website 

 

The concert will also feature Stagecoach Performing Arts from 

Cirencester, and promises to be an evening full of memorable songs 

from famous musicals. 

 

Alan Moss 
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St Francis of Assisi 

 

 

 
 

October 4th is the Saint’s day of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Giovanni di Pietro di Bernardone (c. 1181 – 3 October 1226), known 

as Francis of Assisi, was an Italian mystic, poet, and Catholic friar 

who founded the religious order of the Franciscans. He was born into a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friar


16 
 

wealthy  family  but  had  a vision which inspired him to lead a  

Christian life of poverty.  He became a beggar and itinerant preacher. 

He was canonized by Pope Gregory IX on 16 July 1228. He is 

commonly portrayed wearing a brown habit with a rope tied around his 

waist, featuring three knots symbolizing the three Franciscan vows of 

poverty, chastity, and obedience. 

In 1219, he went to Egypt in an attempt to convert the sultan al-Kamil 

and put an end to the conflict of the Fifth Crusade. In 1223, he arranged 

for the first live nativity scene as part of the annual 

Christmas celebration in Greccio.  

He founded the men's Order of Friars Minor, the women's Order of 

St.Clare, the Third Order of St. Francis and the Custody of the Holy 

Land. Once his community was authorized by Pope Innocent III, he 

withdrew increasingly from external affairs. 

Francis is associated with patronage of animals and the environment. It 

became customary for churches to hold ceremonies blessing animals 

on his feast day of the fourth of October, which became World Animal 

Day. Along with Catherine of Siena, he was designated patron saint of 

Italy. He is also the namesake of the city of San Francisco. 

 

Pam Barnes (with acknowledgement to Wikipedia)                           

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifth_Crusade
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The Long Table secures new home in Cirencester  

Gloucestershire community kitchen, The 

Long Table — along with other Stroud 

community projects — has secured a new 

home to continue its mission of making 

good food accessible to everyone, after its 

Stroud venue was sold in February 2024. 

Brimscombe Mill's community hub charities, including The Long 

Table, have secured a new home in Gloucestershire, with work starting 

at a site in Cirencester. The Stroud-based community kitchen is set to 

open its brand-new venue inside the old House of Fraser building, 

which has been vacant since 2019. 

Having been running for six years, The Long Table started at 

Brimscombe Mill, serving up lunch and dinner, as well as coffee and 

cake, to those in need of a good meal and some good company. 

A lifeline for many, the organisation runs on a pay-as-you-can basis, 

meaning the food provided is accessible to everyone, regardless of 

means. 

Its Stroud site also hosts Kids Stuff, Stroud Furniture Bank and 

the Grace Network, and their futures were called into question when 

the Brimscombe Mill was sold in February 2024. 

Co-founder of The Long Table, Tom Herbert, said: 'We see that there's 

an appetite for what we offer, [but] there's  a  need  for what we do and 

https://www.soglos.com/tag/brimscombe-mill/
https://www.soglos.com/tag/the-long-table/
https://www.soglos.com/tag/the-long-table/
https://www.soglos.com/tag/kids-stuff/
https://www.soglos.com/tag/stroud-furniture-bank/
https://www.soglos.com/tag/grace-network/
https://www.soglos.com/news/business/the-brimscombe-mill-community-seeks-a-new-home-after-shock-sale/22745/
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there's people to hire, [too]. 

'It feels very close to our heart and we can't wait to get open here. 

Amazing things happen when we eat together.' 

The Bike Drop is also confirmed to be moving to the new House of 

Fraser site, with its workshop manager, Jason Howarth, adding: 'Half 

of our business is refurbishing donated bikes, so that we can get people 

on bikes that aren't disgustingly expensive. 

'It's not just about the charitable efforts we go to, it's also ensuring that 

people around here have somewhere to go for a good workshop.' 

Although the opening date is still to be confirmed, The Long Table 

Cirencester and The Bike Drop are predicted to open doors at the end 

of October 2024. 

The Brimscombe Mill site is still open to the public, for now, with 

events planned into the autumn. 

 (Taken from SoGlos.com) 

 

***** 

   

H                                                           Harvest Supper 

 

NB: Harvest Supper at the Parish Hall on Saturday 5th October at 

6pm. Tickets: Adults £5:  Children £3 

https://www.soglos.com/tag/the-bike-drop/
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Dates for October 

 

Daily 

12 – 1pm Eucharist – Catherine Chapel St John Baptist 

9:15 – 9:45am Morning Prayer St John Baptist 

 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 

5 – 6pm Evening Prayer St John Baptist 

 

Weekdays 

10am – 12pm The Parish Forum Open (except Wednesday) 

10am – 12pm Thursdays Drop In at The Parish Forum 

9am – 10am Wednesdays Drop In at St Lawrence 
 

** 
 

1 Oct, Tue 

6:30 – 9pm Bell Ringing St John Baptist 

 

2 Oct, Wed 

10:30 – 11:30am Eucharist St Lawrence 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

1 – 5pm St John Baptist shut for essential maintenance 

7 – 8pm Eucharist Holy Trinity 
 

3 Oct, Thu 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 
 

4 Oct, Fri 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

3 – 5pm Cirencester Food Pantry Parish Hall 
 

5 Oct, Sat 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

6pm – 9.00pm Harvest Supper Parish Hall 
 

6 Oct, Sun 

8 – 9am Eucharist Holy Trinity 

8 – 9am Holy Communion BCP - Lady Chapel St John Baptist 

10 – 11:30am Non-Eucharistic Family Service Holy Trinity 

10 – 11:30am All Age Eucharist St John Baptist 

10:30 – 11:30am Eucharist St Lawrence 

4 – 5pm Choral Evensong St John Baptist 

4 – 5pm Restore@4 St Lawrence  
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7 Oct, Mon 

9:45 – 11am Little Angels St John Baptist 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

5:30 – 6:30pm Vicars Open Office The Parish 

Forum 

 

8 Oct, Tue 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

5:30 – 8pm Friends of PCH Autumn Meeting - St John Baptist 

6:30 – 9pm Bell Ringing Holy Trinity 

 

9 Oct, Wed 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

12 – 1pm Mothers' Union Soup Lunch Parish Hall 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

7 – 8pm Eucharist Holy Trinity 

7:30 – 9pm Bell Ringing St John Baptist 

 

10 Oct, Thu 

9:15 – 10:45am Seedlings St Lawrence 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

 

11 Oct, Fri 

3 – 5pm Cirencester Food Pantry Parish Hall 

 

12 Oct, Sat 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

 

13 Oct, Sun 

8 – 9am Eucharist Holy Trinity 

8 – 9am Holy Communion BCP - Lady Chapel St John Baptist 

10 – 11:30am Eucharist Holy Trinity 

10 – 11:30am Eucharist St John Baptist 

10:30 – 11:30am Eucharist St Lawrence 

12:30 – 1:30pm Baptism St John Baptist 

4 – 5pm Evening Prayer St John Baptist 

 

14 Oct, Mon 

9:45 – 11am Little Angels St John Baptist 

5:30 – 6:30pm Vicars Open Office Parish Forum 
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15 Oct, Tue 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

6:30 – 9pm Bell Ringing Holy Trinity 

 

16 Oct, Wed 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

7 – 8:30pm Full PCC St Lawrence 

7 – 8pm Eucharist Holy Trinity 

 

17 Oct, Thu 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

 

18 Oct, Fri 

3 – 5pm Cirencester Food Pantry Parish Hall 

 

19 Oct, Sat 

10 – 11am Visiting Bell Ringers St John Baptist 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

12 – 1pm Eucharist St John Baptist 

7:30 – 9:30pm CMVC Music from The Musicals Concert St John Baptist 

 

20 Oct, Sun 

8 – 9am Eucharist Holy Trinity 

8 – 9am Holy Communion BCP - Lady Chapel St John Baptist 

10 – 11:30am Eucharist Holy Trinity 

10 – 11:30am Eucharist St John Baptist 

10:30 – 11:30am Eucharist St Lawrence 

4 – 5pm Choral Evensong St John Baptist 

4 – 5pm Restore @4 St Lawrence 

 

21 Oct, Mon 

9:45 – 11am Little Angels St John Baptist 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

7:30 – 9pm Quarter Peal St John Baptist 

 

22 Oct, Tue 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

6:30 – 9pm Bell Ringing Holy Trinity 
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23 Oct, Wed 

1:10 – 1:50pm October Organ recital St John Baptist 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

7 – 8pm Eucharist Holy Trinity 

 

24 Oct, Thu 

9:15 – 10:45am Seedlings St Lawrence 

10:30 – 11:30am Mothers' Union Corporate Communion St John Baptist 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

 

25 Oct, Fri 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

3 – 5pm Cirencester Food Pantry Parish Hall 

 

26 Oct, Sat 

4 – 5pm Cirencester History Festival Talk - Janina Ramirez  

                                                                      St John Baptist 

 

6 – 7pm Cirencester History Festival Talk - Max Hastings  

                                                                                                     St John Baptist 

 

27 Oct, Sun 

8 – 9am Eucharist Holy Trinity 

8 – 9am Holy Communion BCP - Lady Chapel St John Baptist 

10 – 11:30am Eucharist Holy Trinity 

10 – 11:30am Eucharist St John Baptist 

10:30 – 11:30am Eucharist St Lawrence 

4 – 5pm Iona/Taize Service St John Baptist 

 

28 Oct, Mon 

9:45 – 11am Little Angels St John Baptist 

 

29 Oct, Tue 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

 

30 Oct, Wed 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 

2:30 – 3:30pm Guided Tour St John Baptist 

7 – 8pm Eucharist Holy Trinity 

 

31 Oct, Thu 

10:30 – 11:30am Guided Tour St John Baptist 
 



24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


